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“Advent is a time of waiting, it is a time of 
joy because the coming of Christ is not 
only a gift of Grace and Salvation, but it 
also is a time of commitment because it 

motivates us to live the present as a time 
of responsibility and vigilance.” 

John Henry Newman
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Angels we have heard on high
sweetly singing o’er the plains,

and the mountains in reply
echoing their joyous strains.



Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!



Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous 
strains prolong?

What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire 

your heavenly song?



Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!



Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth 

the angels sing;
come, adore on bended knee,

Christ the Lord, 
the newborn King.



Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!



See him in a manger laid,
whom the choirs 
of angels praise;

Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
while our hearts 
in love we raise.



Gloria, in excelsis Deo!
Gloria, in excelsis Deo!





Leader:
My soul proclaims the 
Greatness of the Lord;



PEOPLE:  

My spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior!



Leader:
The Arm of the Lord is 
Strong!



PEOPLE:  

God has cast down the 
mighty from their thrones 
and lifted up the lowly.



Leader:
God has filled the hungry 
with good things and has 
sent the rich away empty.



PEOPLE:  

God has come to the aid of 
God’s people Israel.



Leader:
Let us now Worship the Lord!

ALL:  
AMEN!



Luke 1:26-38



We live on the brink every day. 
We stand on the threshold 
between this world and the 
next one. We live and move 
between the ordinary and 
divine, 



between the mundane and the 
mystery. Too often, we forget 
to look up and see the angels in 
our living room. We forget that 
the love we give and live is a 
sign of eternity,



God with us, right now. We 
forget that company is coming.



Luke tells us that God’s favor 
came to a girl, an ordinary girl. 
It might have been you or your 
daughter; it might have been 
the girl down the street or your 
grandchild. 



But the messenger of God 
came and greeted her and said, 
“The Lord is with you.” What a 
gift and a promise: Emmanuel, 
God is with us.



We light these candles with 
peace in our hearts for the 
promise of proximity, the 
nearness of God. Even when 
we forget to listen, to lean into 
that presence, 



God is as close as our own 
breath. This, in a confused and 
confusing world, is a peace that 
passes all understanding. 



It is the peace that knows that 
company is coming.

O Come, O Come Emmanuel.
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The first Noel the angel did say
was to certain poor shepherds 

in fields as they lay;



in fields where they 
lay keeping their sheep,
on a cold winter's night 

that was so deep.



Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.



They looked up 
and saw a star

shining in the east, 
beyond them far;



and to the earth 
it gave great light,

and so it continued 
both day and night.



Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.



And by the light 
of that same star

three Wise Men came 
from country far;



to seek for a king 
was their intent,

and to follow the star 
wherever it went.



Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.



This star drew nigh 
to the northwest,
o'er Bethlehem 
it took its rest;



and there it did 
both stop and stay,
right over the place 

where Jesus lay.



Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.



Then entered in 
those Wise Men three,

full reverently 
upon the knee,



and offered there, 
in his presence,
gold and myrrh 

and frankincense.



Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
born is the King of Israel.



OLD TESTAMENT: 
ISAIAH
7:1-17



NEW TESTAMENT: 
JOHN
3:1-17



MESSAGE SERIES FOR ADVENT, PART IV:  
THE GREATEST MESSAGE WE RECEIVE AT 

CHRISTMAS IS THE CONNECTION BETWEEN 
GOD AND LOVE.

Pastor Gary Spraker





Luke 1:26-38



Our Christmas Affirmation

Advent hope moves us; Advent 
love leads us; Advent joy stirs 
us; Advent peace stills us, that 
we might affirm our King Jesus.



It is time we set flame to this 
Advent affirmation by lighting 
the Christ Candle.



We believe that Jesus is the 
Son of God. He was born of the 
Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of 
Judea. He was the long-
awaited Messiah whose
coming was prophesied. 



The same Jesus lives today in 
our hearts. He deserves our 
highest loyalty and total 
commitment. 



In Jesus Christ our hope is 
fulfilled; our love is 
consummated; our joy is 
complete; and our peace is 
sealed.



Rejoice, a Savior is born.

A savior is born, indeed. 

Joy to the world!
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Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King, 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled!"



Joyful, all ye nations rise, 
join the triumph of the skies; 

with th' angelic host proclaim, 
"Christ is born in Bethlehem!"



Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King!" 



Christ, by highest 
heaven adored; 

Christ, the everlasting Lord; 
late in time behold him come, 
offspring of a virgin's womb. 



Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
hail th' incarnate Deity, 

pleased with us 
in flesh to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 



Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King!" 



Hail the heaven-born 
Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 

risen with healing in his wings. 



Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise us from the earth, 

born to give us second birth. 



Hark! the herald angels sing, 
"Glory to the new born King!" 




