
BLUE CHRISTMAS SERVICE 

THE LIVING WATERS PARISH / ORISKANY FALLS UMC 

December 21, 2019 – 4:00 PM 
 

Words of Welcome: Let us quietly gather in prayer. 
 

The Advent season is one of wonder.  It is a time of hopeful anticipation.  It is a season of 
promise.  The longer nights and the gray clouds seem to provide the perfect background for the 
lights and the tinsel.  The decorations are everywhere we turn.  But for many of us, especially those 
of us gathered here, Christmas is a harsh reminder of life that once was.  So we gather not so much 
in hopeful anticipation, but in the cloud of despair.   While so many are ready to sing “Joy to the 
World,” we gather tonight, on the longest night of the year, as those that mourn or who encounter 
a deep sadness.   We gather now to carve out a time of quiet reflection.  We gather to shed tears if 
they come, to hold hands if they are available, and to know that we are not alone.  Whether this is 
the first Christmas without someone you love, or if you seem to be hurting from loss for as long as 
you remember.  Whether you are experiencing a deep depression or just plain don’t feel joyful. We 
gather to be reminded that it is okay to mourn, even at Christmas.   Christ is here in Glory.  He has 
come to meet you right where you are. 
 

The Service of Worship:  
 

     Call to Worship (from Isaiah 9)  
     The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; on those who lived in a land of deep    
     shadow a light has shone. For the yoke that was weighing upon them, and the burden upon their  
     shoulders, thou hast broken in pieces, O God, our Redeemer.  
  

     Opening Prayer (In Unison) 
     God of Mercy, hear out prayer in this Advent Season for ourselves and our families who live with  
     the painful memories of loss. We ask for strength for today, courage for tomorrow and peace for  
     the past. We ask these things in the name of Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Lord, who shares our  
     life, our joy, and our sorrow. Death and new birth, despair, and promise.  AMEN. 
      

     HYMN:  UMH #196  “COME, THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS” 
 

     A MOMENT OF REMEMBRANCE/THE SHARING OF THOUGHTS FOR ALL/JOYS AND CONCERNS 
 

     SILENT PRAYER 
 

     PASTORAL PRAYER 
  

     READING: Isaiah 40:25-31  
     Our first scripture reading comes from the Book of Isaiah. It was written in a time when many  
     of the people of Judah had been taken as captives into exile in Babylon, and were feeling crushed  
     and without hope. 
     RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 121  
     Pastor:   I will lift up mine eyes to the hills. From where does my help come?  
     People:   My help comes from God who made heaven and earth.  
     Pastor:   God will not suffer your foot to be moved. The one who keeps you will not slumber.  
     People:   Behold the one who keeps Israel shall not slumber or sleep.  
     Pastor:   The holy one is your keeper. The Holy one is your shade on your right hand.  



     People:   The sun shall not hurt you by day nor the moon by night.  
     Pastor:   Our God shall preserve you from all evil and shall preserve your soul.  
     People:   Our God shall preserve your going out and your coming in from this time forth and even  
                      for evermore.  
  

     READING:  MATTHEW 1:18-24    
     The story of the first Christmas is not really a happy story but a story about life in the real world.  
     Mary of Nazareth, who is engaged to the carpenter Joseph, discovers she is pregnant. Joseph does  
     not want to embarrass Mary and plans to break the engagement privately.  This was not an easy  
     time for this couple. Their country was under Roman occupation and King Herod who ruled  
     Palestine for the Romans was known for his cruelty. These are not exactly ideal conditions for  
     bringing a child into the world. In the midst of their turmoil, an angel-God's messenger- speaks to  
     Joseph in a dream and tells him to proceed with his marriage to Mary.  
 

     READING:  MATTHEW 2:7-23 
     In the midst of Mary and Joseph's joy over the safe birth of their son Jesus, a new crisis looms. King  
     Herod orders the death of all children under 2 and so the Holy Family have to flee as refugees to  
     Egypt. There they live for several years until King Herod dies and it is safe to return. Mary and  
     Joseph felt God's presence with them through all the hardships they had to face.   
  

     HYMN: UMH #221 “IN THE BLEAK MIDWINTER”  
  

     READING:  John 1:1-13  
     Matthew and Luke describe Jesus' birth Bethlehem with stories of visits from shepherds and Magi.  
     But John's gospel speaks of Jesus as God's Word for all humanity, as God's Word spoken through  
     this one born into a hurting world. He also describes Jesus's birth as light in out darkness. "Before  
     the world was created, the world already existed; the Word was with God and was the same as  
     God. From this very beginning the Word was with God.  
     Through the Word God made all things. Not one thing in all creation was made without the Word.  
     The Word contained life and this life brought light to all people.  
     The light shines in the darkness and the darkness has never overpowered it. The true light that  
     enlightens all people was coming into the world. And the Word was made flesh and lived among  
     us; and we saw his glory, full of grace and truth."  
  

     MESSAGE: THE IMPACT OF GOD’S LOVE 
 

     THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION 
 

     CLOSING HYMN:  UMH 593  “HERE I AM, LORD” 
 

     BENEDICTION:(in unison)  
         May the road rise up to meet you,  
          May the wind be always at your back,  
          May the sun shine warm upon your face,  
          and the rains fall soft upon your fields;  
          and until we meet again,  
          May you be held in the warmth and power 
          of God’s Arms. Amen.  


